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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


FOURTH ANNIVERSARY. 


The Hon. John Cotton Smith, of Connecti- 
cut,on moving the adoption of the Report, 
spoke as follows :— 

Mr. Presipent—8efore I submit the 
resolution which it is my intention to 
ofler, [ must be permitted to express the 
grateful sense which [ trust we all enter- 
iain of the distinguished services render- 
ed by the Board of Managers, as detailed 
inthis highly interesting and eloquent 
Report ; and to congratulate you, Sir, 
and every friend of the Institution, on its 
increasing prosperity. It is in truth, a 
subject of humble? and devout acknowl- 
edgment, that whilst the illustrious mod- 
el of all Bible Associations has encoun- 
tered, from the first, (with glorious suc- 
cess indeed) an opposition as virulent in 
spirit as it was unprovoked in its origin: 
this Society has been permitted, by a 
gracious Providence, to move on free 
ad undisturbed. ‘The cavils of enemies 
and the fears of friends have been alike 
subdued, aad the American Bible Socie- 
iy presents to the world the cheering 
spectacle of harmony and christian fel- 
lowship amongst its members of various 
communions, and of perfect unanimity in 
the execution of iis plans. That the So- 
ciety has a strong hold upon the affec- 
tions and confidence of the religious pub- 
lic, could not be shown more decisively 
than in the liberal contributions to its 
funds during the past year—a year of al- 
most unexampled pecuniary embarrass- 
ment throughout the country. It will 
de seen, Sir, that no inconsiderable por- 
tion of these offerings were made by fe- 
male hands. The fact may well awaken 
sur gratitude, but not our surprise. Mu- 
uificence like this comes from a quar- 
ter where it will ever be found, from that 
‘ex who were the early and tried friends 
of the blessed Redeemer ; who not only 

beheld with ecstacy the triumphs of his 
mercy, but who adkered to bim with un- 
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shaken constancy in his deepest humilie 
ation, and who have been at once the or- 
nainent and support of his Church to the 
present |.our. ‘The same benevolent 
spirit in the community at large, I doubt 
not, will continue, and from the same 
cause, a thorough conviction of the im- 
mense utility of the Institution, whether 
revard be had to the sacredness of its 
design, or the wide extent of its opera- 
tions. These, Sir, let it be remembered, 
are not limited to a few districts, states, 
or territories, nor even to our own vast 
republic, which, at length, has oceans 
for its boundaries. No, Sir, from the 
table which is here spread, the bread of 
life is to be dispensed to the destitute of 
the whole American continent, and sure- 
ly a more diversifiéd and interesting pop 
ulation cannot be found upon the globe. 
Whatever may be the destiny of the peor, 
ple of South America, whether they are 
io reach the dignified rank of freemen, 
or, after a few more struggles, to relapse 
into colonial degradations, the Bitle will 
be equally necessary to them. It is its 
Divine excellence that, besides bringing 
life and immortality to light, it adapts it- 
self with wonderful pliancy to every con- 
dition in which man can be placed. Is 
he free ?>—it restrains his strong tenden= 
cy to licentiousness. Is he a slave ?-—- 
it may not indeed break the teiters of 
bondage, but it will assuredly lyiies 
their pressure. In a word, it teaches 
him, to use its own touching language, 
in whatever state he is, therewith to be 
content—the great end of all human puc- 
suits! the sum of human happiness ! 
But the field of enterprize which I 

own to you, Sir, | am most anxious tg 
see fully occupied by the Board, one on 
which they have already most happily 
entered, is the diffusion of the Holy 
Scriptures amongst the Aborigines of 
our whole western hemisphere. I rejoice 
that light and hope begin to dawn upon 
a subject which has been so long iyvel- 
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wed in darkness and despondency. We 
fave heard of the early exertions of our 
jous ancestors to reclaim the savage 
tribes, and of their great confidence in 
the success of those exertions ; aud al- 
though euough was done to demonstrate 
the practicability of the ufdertak’ng, yet 
we know that in the sequel their fond 
expectations were defefted. Similar at- 
tempts successively renewed were equal- 
‘Gy unavailing ; until at last the revered 
names of Elliot and Brainerd were 
rarely mentioned unaccompanied with a 
sigh, that piety so exalted should have 
been employed in a cause so utterly 
hopeless. Despairing, finally, of ever 
miuking our red brethren Caristians, we 
seemed to have forgotten they were men ; 


and Indian warfare, in the estimation of 


too many of our countrymen, was but an- 
other name for the chace of the wolf and 
the tiger. Sir, [ biess God that these 
unworthy sentiments are now practically 
disavowed ; that higherand nobler views 
are entertained, not by private christians 
alone, but by the first authorities in our 
countries; and particularly that he whom 
these children of the forest have been ac- 
customed to style their futher, is dispo- 
sed to prove his title to the appellation, 
by extending to them, with a truly pa- 
ternal hand, the blessings of civilization 
and religion. It is encouraging, nay, 
Sir, it is delightful to perceive on their 
part an increasing disposition to accept 
the proffered boon. Who, then, that re 
gards attentively the aspects of Provi- 
dence, can doubtthat this creat scheme 
of benevolence is fast approaching the 
period of its accomplishment ? And 
who can describe the full tide of happi- 
mess and glory which will flow from its 
consumination ? Then, Mr. President, 
fn the prophetic and sublime words of 
this sacred volume, then, indeed, ‘ the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the 
rose,’—‘the mountains and the hills 
shall break forth into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands.’ 
The Rev, Thomas Lyell, Rector of Christ's 
Church, New-York, on secondiug the motion, 
made the following remarks : 
_ [second the motion, Sir, and beg 
leave to remark, that the Socicty, whese 
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fourth annual course, labours, and suf jnc 
cesses, the Report just read so faithful per 
and eloquently records, needs. not th to; 
praise that cometh from man. No, Sf om 
the approbation of that Almighty Being tio’ 
whose favour is the life and glory, t) ‘ol 
strencth, and excellence of every systeulil anc 
of beuevolence to mankind, is so distinwM We 
ly seen, and rests upon its work of fai [f | 
and labour of love witha smile of apyr gue 


bation so cordial and exhilarating, thal join 
any eulogy of mine would be superflafil yas 


















ous, even were my lips now touched for aim 
that purpose with a live cual from tf mo 
altar. mol 
‘There was indeed a time when thi jy i 
Bible cause, transcending as # does evil the 
eryother in the benevolence of its design hev 
the grandeur of its career, and the gloiyf we 
of its achievments, seemed to appear inf joic 
an attitude of dependence, and to ask cau: 
with some solicitude, the aid of warmf aim 
hearted and enlightened eloquence. Noi mal 
did itask in vain. ‘The friends of the shix 
general and universal diffusion of tel eart 
Scriptures— of the Scriptures alone—olfl this 
the Scriptures without pote or commenti nob 
appeared before the public, and instant-f civi 
ly the public esteem was conciliated J wis: 
and so conciliated, as to enlist in the nof al, « 
ble cause not only its eloquence and its exul 


talents, but its rank, its influence, and iif now 
wealth. Kings and princes became is wor 
fathers and patrons, and queens and priv fi fruit 
cesses adopted it, as did the daughter off glor 
Pharaoh the infant law-giver of Israei fi its r 
for their own. Its fame spread and itsf first 
praise was celebrated, not only through- fj Ang 
out all Europe, but among distant nf pair 
tions, who heard in quick succession (for Seri 
the designs of mercy move with celerity) [Mf tion: 
the joyful tidings, * Arise, shine ; thy [ij solit 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord caus 
is risen upon thee.” Yes, Sir, the plea fj som 
sing employment of eulogizing the Bible like 
cause, instead of being confined, as it was fj Supt 
sixteen years ago, to a few individuals leav 
ouly, is now performed by grateful naj of th 
tions, who, in not less than one hundred § telie 
end twenty different dialects, are daily @ ble t 
rising up and calling its abettors and §j adie: 
friends blessed. Contemplating the or-j —ot 
igin of the most benign and stupendous ff Soot! 
plan ever adopted since the day of the fj focit 
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incarnation of the Son of God, for the 
benefit of mankind, we are constrained 


to ask, ‘ Who hath despised the day of 


small things ?? And turning our atten- 
tion to its astonishing progress and glo- 
jous results, to exclaim with admiration 
and joy, ‘What hath God wrought ? 
We know that the work is the Lord’s. 
if its progress proves this, as most un- 
guestionably it does, so also does its or- 
win, Yes, Sir, its rapid progress ; its 
vast extent ; its powerful patronage and 
almost incalculable resources, do not 
more fully, than its humble origin, de- 
monstrate that the work is the Lord’s. 
it is highly interesting to look back to 
the rock whence, as a Society, we were 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence 
we were digged. Wenow find, and re- 
joice to find, in the train of the Bible 
cause—a cause which knows nothing — 
aims at nothing—desires nothing but to 
make the light of the gospel of Christ 
shine unto all nations on the face of the 
earth—We now find warmly enlisted in 
this cause, the wisdom, the might, the 
nobility, the royalty o: almost the whole 
civilized world !—But with whom of the 
wise, the mighty, the noble, or the roy- 
al, did it originate? Whence did that 
exuberant stream of benefits which is 
now refreshing and fertilizing the moral 
world, and causing it to bring forth the 
fruits of good living to the praise and 
glory of God—with whom did it take 
its rise? From whose lips dropped the 
first suggestion—a suggestion to which 
Angels listened with extatic joy—of re- 
pairing, by the universal diffusion of the 
Scripture, the wastes of many genera- 
tions—of making the wilderness and the 
solitary places of the earth glad, and of 
causing the deserts to rejoice and blos- 
som as the rose? From whom the god- 
like design of furnishing an abundant 
supply of the balm of Gilead—of the 
leaves of the tree of life for the healing 
of the nations ;—of sending to their re- 
relief that admirable remedy which is a- 
ble to recover them from the moral mal- 
adies under which they were labouring ; 
—of delivering them from the smart, and 
soothing the anguish, intlicted by the fe- 
rocity of the passions, the cruelty of su- 
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perstition, and the relentless and sangui. 
nary enactions of idolatry ? 

With whom, suffer me to repeat, orf- 
ginated the plan—a plan which as far 
exceeds in glory every other devised by 
man, as the light of the sun does that of 
the moon—of eflectually ameliorating the 
condition, and advancing, even to heaven 
itself, the interests, not of a few men. nor 
of a few nations only, but of all nations, 
and kindreds, and tongues, and people ? 
For every voluntary association, which 
has for its object an amelioration of the 
state of mankind, who must look, Sir, to 
the gospel ; and as far as my recollec- 
tion serves, to the gospel alone :—the 
Pagan and Mahomedan world exhibiting 
no similar institutions. 

Now, since the promulgation of the 
gospel, every scheme of benevolence has 
been so contrived as to make the hand of 
God perfectly visible, as to leave an as- 
tonished world to lvok in vain for an ad- 
equate cause, for a spring or impetus of 
sullicient power to originate and give 
perpetuity to its operations, if they lool: 
below the will of Him who doeth what- 
soever it pleaseth Him in the armies of 
Heaven and among the children of men. 

Whatever it may have pleased the Al- 
mighty to do since its organization, in 
making the nations tributary to its pros- 
perity—in causing kings to come to its 
light, and princes to the brightness of its 
rising, the origin of the Society for the 
universal diffusion ofthe Holy Scriptures, 
to enlighten and convert a benighted and 
guilty world from the error of its way, 
was humble. Who could have suppo- 
sed that in England, of all places on the 
curth, a Baptist preacher—pardon me, 
Si, 1 mean—those who know me, know 
I mean no disparagement of that or of 
any other denomination of Christians; 

and even those who know me not, know 
that it is impossible for any ove who ri- 
ses in tins place in behalf of the Bible 
cause to have the temerity to attempt 
any disrespect to the man whom God 
hath delighted to honour, and whose 
praise is engraven on tablets more dura- 
ble than brass, and less destructible by 
far than time itself ; and yet, I repeat, 
who but Ged, who seeth not as man 
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seeth, would have selected for such a 
purpose one who was comparatively un; 
ee ? 
True, he was qualified, but ia what 
did his qualifications consist ¥ not in 
worldly greatness, power, or rank, but 
in that which has never failed to distiu- 
guish or characterize this Society. I 
mean a benevolence the most warm, and 
diffusive, and impartial—a benevoletce 
aS expansive in its range, and as free in 
its offers as the love of Heaven whichin- 
spired it; which, in iis eager course de- 
Jighted to mingle with every kindred 
flame until the brightness of ifs heains 
should illuminate and cheer, as they do 
at this moment, the inhabitants of the 
world. When the Bible, Sir, was to be 
circulated among all nations, it pleased 
God, it would seem, to make the crook- 
ed ways straight, and the rough places 
plain—to exalt the vallies and level the 
mountains—to break down, at the very 
commencement of the work, the walls of 
sectarian partition and of national pre- 
judice—to unite men of ail climes, and 
Christians of all creeds. In every thmg 
belonging to this business the land of 
God is seen, and the efforts which have 
been made and are making to evanyelize 
mankind, tend to increase, among Chris- 
tians themselves, that uni ity and Godly 
love, without which, whatever may be 
our pretentions, our re ligion iS vain. 
Yes, Sir, Christians of every name, sect, 
and party; and clergymen of all ranks 
and orders, “The lawu-robed prelate 
and plain pr resby ter, who crewhile stood 
aloof as loth to meet together, minvle 
tere like kindred streams which some 
‘rude interposing rock had split.” And 
the reason, Sir, of all this, is, that the 
friends of the Bible cause meet logetiter, 
not as meimbers of any temporal com- 
munity, but as the subjects of that uni- 
versal kingdoin in which all temporal 
distinctions are lost ; not to settle arti- 
cles and creeds, and confessicus, and 
cathechisms, and ceremonies of religion. 
No ; in the business in which we are en- 
gaged there is neither barbarian, Scyth- 
ian, bon, nor free ; neither Romanisé 
nor Protestant; Churchman nor Dissen- 
ter; Arminian ‘hor Calvinist, but, Christ 
is allin all. Were Lnot appreheusiv e, 





Sir, that it might appear presumptons, 
and be considered as exceeding the 
bounds of the privileges allowed on this 
occasion, I would say, before | sit down 
— let us never forget, in the midst of our 
prosperity, that God who permits us to 
share the honour of making his way 
known upon earth—his saving health 
unto all nations, is a pealous God, and 
will not give his glory to any man, nor 
to any society of men. 

But pardon me, veneratile Sir, I did 
not rise for the lee of instructing 
tliis enlightened assembly, but to express 
sentiments of cover: atulation. Of these 
my heart is full, 

i congratulate you, Sir, on being per- 
mitted to preside on this occasion. | 
congratulate the Society at large on the 
things which have come to pass in these 
days. congratulate kings and poten- 
tates, statesmen and warriors, philoso- 
phers and patriots, bishops and their 
flocks, ministers and their people, in be- 
ing perinitted to be co-workers with the 
God of love in breaking down the king- 
dom of Sin, Satan, and Death, and in es- 
tablishing ov its ruins that of the Redeem- 

er. 


MISSION AT BOMBAY AND. THE 
VICINILY. 
From the Panoplist. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MP.. 


NICHOLS AT SALSLTTE. 


Tunnah, Salsette, Jan. 1, 1819. 

Have succeeded in.establishing a na- 
tive school in this place. ‘The man, 
who is engaged to teach it, is not a native 
of ihe place, “and it is somewhat problem- 
aticul wh: ther he succeeds in the under- 
taking. ‘Phe lamentable indiffereace 0% 
this people to learning in general, will 
render considerable exertion necessary 


for the establishment of a flourishing. 


school. Bramhuns and others will doubt- 
less look on it with a jealous eye. 

Jan. 5. Have had two or three con- 
versations with a bramhun from Cullian, 
a large town on the continent. Have 
engaged him to keep a school there. 

‘A Guzerattee brambun returned with 
the Gospel of Matthew, which he re- 
ceived a few days ago. He was very. 
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npatie nt at finding so mauy hard names 
-) the first chapter, which he did not va- 
jerstand. He confessed, that it was 
however a good story, but objected that 
it was new, and therefore unworthy of 
his attention. He deciined keeping the 
hook to read; but said, if 1 would put 
‘ato his hands native books, he would 
esteem ita favour. [told him that he 
was a bramhun; and seeing he prized 
his native books so hi ghiy, | he ought to 
javethemria his possession. Ile re ‘plied, 
that he was poor. 

Jan. ii, Engaged a respecta! ble Hin- 
doo of the writer cast to gg t2 C——, 
ui d open a school there, having reccived 
a letter from the principal men of the 
place -requesting sme to establish a schgo] 
in their village. 

The teacher of the mission school in 
this place brought all his scholars to our 
house this evenin: ge he prospect is en- 
couraging 

Jan.12. Engaged a brambunto take 
a school at Basseen, to commence on the 
25th instant. 

24. Let praise be ascribed to the Fa- 
ther of mercy and grace for his goodiiess 
tv us this day, in giving us a son. 

Feb. 16, Visited the sc hool, which 
{ have established at Cullian. Hada 
quick passage there in a large boat. It 
is an ancient town formerly the seat of 
apetty Rajah. It has now the appear- 
ance of decay. it is so rare to see an 
Maglishman there, that my appearance 
excited considerable curiosity. Lodged 
at the government house, and was Lreat- 
cd with attention. Visited all the native 
schools in tewn, three in number. I find 


‘considerable jealousy among many with 


regard to the object of the charity schodl. 

The teachers of the other schools will 
1 course do all in their power to eiscred- 
it the mission school, because it inter- 
feres with their own. ‘The people, es- 

pecially the brambuns, appear very sly. 

lt is but a few months since all this part 
of the country came under the compa- 
ay ’s govermment. Many feel very un- 
Nappy at the.change, and are full of ap- 
prehensions concerning the condition of 


‘aemselves and their gods. 


Visited the celebrated tenk, one mile 
vam the town. Itisareal curiosity. k 
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is about one fourth of a mile in diameter, 
and contains an immense body of water. - 
its whole circumference is built with 
fine basaltic columns, so laid as to form 
steps quite down to the water in the 
driest season of the year. On the south- 
western corner stands a beautiful Ma- 
homedan mosque. It has already stood 
centuries ; and it now appears able to 
sustain the rudest shocks of time. It is 
built of basaltic stone. 1 donet remem- 
ber to have seen so complete a piece of 
architecture. ‘There is a small fort op 
an ciminence at the Bunder landing, 


which is vow almost in ruins. This al- 
so was the work of the Moguls. A few 


sepoys now keep the garrison. It is a 
bout a year and a half since the deputy 
of the Mahratta government, who held 
lis court in Cullian, made his escape 
through a selly-port of this fort. ‘Thug 
ended the Peshwa’s dominion in the. 
Concan, 

It is a great mystery to the self-styled 
“holy brambuns,” how the English, 
who are * cow eaters,” have been per- 
mitted to become masters of this ceuntry. 

19. Visited the scheol at Basseen 
twenty-four miles from Tannah. Pas- 
sed the night on board the boat, and ar- 
rived early in the morning. This i isa 
large and ancient town, and was a place 


of great con: sequence, when the Portu- 
guese power wasattis zenith. The fort 


is larger than that at Bombay, and con- 
tains the splendid ruins of twelye church- 
; it was ence filled with houses and 
inhabitants. I never before saw such 
monuments of national wealth and pow- 
er. ‘Lhe inside ef St. Paul’s church, 
the *oof ef which has fallen in, was com- 
pietely overlaid with gold. 

It is long—very long—since the Te 
Deum echoed in these churches; and 
the centemptibie idol Hunamunt, set up 
by the Mahratta power in the gate way, 
reminds the beholder, that absolute hea- 
thenism has superceded Roman Catholic 


es 4 


Superstion. 


I found the mission school in exce!- 
lent order, containing about thirty boys. 
Returning home I recived a large packet 
of leiters from our American frie nds, 
brovgbt by the Molabar. Could our 
dear triea’s kpow how their letters re- 
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fresh ovr souls in this dark land, they 
would never forget to write. 

20, One year has elapsed since we 
arrived in this coun iry. in viewing the 
past, there is much to remind us of the 
goodness and faithfulness of God; much 
to acimonish us, that berere another year 
shall elapse our missionary lasouis may 
be closed by deat). 

March 15. ‘The Hindoo holidays of 
the She emgah are ¢ just ceted., For ten 


the noisy music of these peop ap id sven 
nothing but processious parading the 
streets, and praciising every species of 
folly. Every Hindoo has his garments 
smeared with some kind of paint. In 
these processions, venerable bramhuns 
mingle with the Shoodras, in mock- 
fightings, aud every kind of shamediul 
gesticulations. 

F our days ago, the teacher of the na- 
tive school brouglit all the boys of the 
schcol, 40 im number, to our house. 
They were led to suppose, that I would 
make them a present, as [I learn it is a 
custom for the proprietors of native 
schools to do on thes occasion. I could 
scarcely persuade them that | was seri- 
ous in relusing to comply with their re- 
quest. “Who, Sahib,” said they, “ will 
give us a present if you do not? ‘There 
is something astonishingly fascinating in 
these holidays ;—some thing which bears 
away young and old, and causes them to 
forget all ordinary employ ments and con- 
cerns. 

‘The Hindoo music is almost entirely 
of the martial kind. It is extremely 
Hoisy and grating to the ears of Lurope- 
aus. As itrespects melody and accent, 
it bears no comparison with ihe fite and 
drum. 

28. Early this morning received let- 
ters from Lombay. ‘the brethreu men- 
tion having heard of the death ef broth- 
er Mills. No partieulars are given, but 
we cunnot doubi but his eud was peace. 
©h, my brother, theu art gone to the 
bosom of that Saviour, to whom thou 
wouldst have directed the millions of 
Atrica. Very pleasant and very dear 
wast thov to me. 

Keceived also a letter from brother 
Poor, Ceylon. The state of their mis- 
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sion is most interesting and encouraging, 
‘Ihey do greatly need some additional 
labourers. Brother Warren died at the 
Cape in August last, and brother Rich. 
ards is going down tothe grave. O how 
affecting are the admonitions of God's 
providence. 

May 38. Jn my walk this evening, | 
visited a part of the town where several 
Jewish families reside. I was invited to 
sit in the house of one, who appeared to 
be respectable. 1 inquired about their 
children, and encouraged the parents to 
send them to the mission school, Seve- 
ral of them attend regularly. 4 inquir- 
ed also for Llebrew books. An old man 
went into tae house, and brought out two 
remnants of printed Liebrew ; one con- 
taining some of the minor prophets, and 
the other the marriage ritual. My heart 
yearned over these d-scendants of taith- 
iul Abraham. They are yet beloved 
jor their father’s sake, and will, in due 
time, be brought to acknowledge the true 
Messiah. 

10. Some time ago two LIlindoos, 
one of a high and the other of a very 
low cast, had a contention with each oti- 
er. Each of them has a son in the mis- 
sion school. ‘Lhe man of high cast, 
from mere revenge, has denounced the 
other among the people asa Mahar, (out- 
cast,) and declared, that it was improp- 
er for his son to sit in the school with 
other boys. So great a stir has been 
excited among the people, that the teach- 
er has been obliged to dismiss the boy; 
fearing that if he did not, nearly all the 
boys would leave the school. 1 have re- 
monsirated war mly on the baseness of 
this conduct, and have taken the rejected 
boy into our house to imstruct. But so 
strong are the prejudices of these peop ile, 
that it would be in vain to insist on his 
having a place in the school. 

We have determined on using every 
effort to establish a school in our owa 
house, for the purpose of teaching boys 
reading, writing, arithmetic, aud the 
principles of Christianity, in their own 
language. ‘lo this we now teel compe: 
tet; and should we succeed in obtaii- 
ing boys, it will be a means of doing im- 
mense good more directly and efticient- 
Jy than any plan which bas been adopt- 
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ed. We have already engaged four or 
five boys to come to us. 

In my walks this evening, I stop ped 
at the te mle of Vitooba and bis wile, 
Asked the officiating bramhun, 1 it was 
admissable to go up to the floor of the 
temple. Lis reply was, as I expected it 
wou ld be, in the negative. 1 immedi- 
ately he van conversition by Inquiring 

es) vecting the idol. Can he seer Can 
jie te es an he talk p « No.” Ah then 
he is a ibe god indeed. Howcan he 
protect men, since he is utterly unable 
to protect himself ? 

Acompany of 20 or 30 immediately 
cathered around. LTasked again, who 
the idol was? The br ambun replied, 
“Heis a god.” But did he make you, 

or did you make him? Different an- 
swers were given tothis. Some insisted 
that both were trve. Is it proper, said 
I, fora Mussulman, or an European, to 
worship your gods ? * No.” Bat if your 
religion -be true and goed, it must be 
proper for all mewto practice it. “ No, 
your religton is good for you, and ours 
for us.” But you admit that all men are 
sinful, and need the favour of God, which, 
if they do not have, they will go to hell. 
Now there are many religions in the 
world, and they are contradictory. If 
one is true, the others must be false. 
Here it was insisted by a bramhun, that 
difierent religions pecans from the suine 
God. But, said I, what should you 
think of a great man, who gave certain 
commands to a part of his scrvants, 

which they were to keep for their life, 

and, at the same time, enjoined it on an- 
other part of his servants to break those 
‘commands ? Such folly, such wicked- 
aess do men charge upoa God, who 
make him the author of different reli- 
gions. 


MALTA BIBLE SOCIETY. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE REV. W. JOWETT 
IN EGYPT. 


Oa Mr. Jowett’s return to Cairo from his 
‘Voyaze up the Nile, be transinitted to the Mal- 
ta Bible Society an account of bis distribution 
of the Seriptures during the Voyage He clos- 
ed d his report with the following general re- 

arks respectin Egypt. 


ypt, as having fallen poder my 
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more immediate observations, claims the 
first place. 

Hicre we behold, though in circum 

stances of great d pression and igne- 
rance, one body of professing Christians 
more numerous than the rest, occupying 
a line of country no less than 500 miles 
in length; and extending their influence 
southward, beyond the deserts of Nubia 
aud Senna, Into a considerable part of 
Abyssinia. Identified by name with 
Levypt, and possessing much influence 
from their habits of business and from 
their knowledge of the language long 
since imposed on them by their con» 
querors, the Copts may certaialy be 
considered as the dominant Christiaw 
Church of these parts. There are, how- 
ever, many Greeks,-whose Patriarch re- 
sides at Cairo: the influence of this 
Church is acknowledged also in a part 
of Abyssinia; otherwise they have ne 
Churches south of Cairo; but consider 
their jurisdiction to reach to Alexandria, 
Rosetta, Damuctta, Suez, Candia, ‘Tu- 
nis, oud Tripoli, in the west; at all 
whic! lh places they have Convents,though 
at the one last mentioned they have not, 
jor many years hada Priest. The Latins 
have likew ise, at least, eight Convents 5 
four of which are considerably to the 
south of Cairo. The Armenians have a 
Bishop at Cairo; and individuals of that 
nation are settled far to the south, in all 
the principal towns of Egypt, as bankers 
to the Government. 

Leaving out of our present considera- 
tion the ruling power of the Turks, and 
the immeusely extended population of 
the Arabs, the number of whom is va- 
riously estimated from two anda half 
to four willions, it Is not possible to be- 
hold, without a lively interest, these 
several Churches of Christians. What 
their respective rites and ienets may be, 
it falls not within the province of a Bible 
Society to inquire. It is enough for us, 
that all agree in reverence for the Holy 
Scriptures, as the Source of Truth. Our 
earnest hopes is therefore, that by fur- 
nishing them with copies of that Book, 
we shall be found the friends of all—the 
best friends, inasmuch as from ignorance 
of this Holy Volume, as one of the Fa- 
thers well observes, has sprung much of 
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the evils of heresy audschism. Bearing 
the olive-branch of peace, we trust, in 
due season, to behold the Ark of the 
Church of Christ at rest from the trou- 
bled waters. 

Among the Copts (of whom, as being 
the most vumerous f saw the most, 
though [visited all,)T found no d:fficulty 
in distributing the Arabic Bibles; but, 
on the contrary, the greatest w Mingness 
to receive them. On my first arrivol at 
Cairo, on my return thither from gua- 
Tantine in the eater and by Letters 
since received from ltgypt, their desire 
to poses them has be en manifested. 

In endeavouring to explain to the Pa- 
triarchs, the Bishops, the Lay-head of 
thei: nation, and to others, the plans 
and operations of Bible Societies, 1 met 
with such dith aa as might be ex- 
pe ected froma people extremely destitute 
o: general f “uropean Knowledge, and 
utterly ignorant of the nature of volun- 
tary associations for benevolent objects. 
Familiarized to fear, they shrink from 
ostensible services, which might carry 
them out ef the beaten track of a Reli- 
gion barely tolerated. At this timidity, 
mich as we may lament it, we cannot 
be surprised. Let us ask ourselves, 
*¢ W hat, with theirlimited means, should 
we do more than they? What proof 
have we, that we should be more intelli- 
gent or active r” 

Among the Jews I had little opportu- 
nity of making inquiry; from the con- 
finement necessarily attendant on the 
appearance of the Plague, beth at Alex- 
andria and Cairo. South of Cairo, there 
are none in Egypt. In Gondar, the ca- 
pital of Abyssinia, there are about a 
thousand; who were described to me by 
Mir. gather as keeping much to them- 
selves, and being very tenacious of their 
religious books. 

With respect to Abyssinia, the inte- 
resting intelligence received irom Myr. 
Pearce, and recently torwarded through 
this Committee to the British and For- 
eign Bible Society. leaves little to be ad- 
ded. In one of these documents, it was 
peculiarly gratifying to perccive a spe- 

cial request for the Gospels in Ethiopic. 

If any motive, drawn from the cireum- 
Stances of a people, cau impel the fricaus 








bAuy, 


of the Bible Society to make a great sac. 
rifice, the situation of Abyssinia may 
most peculiarly claim the tribute of funds, 
of learning, and oflabour. How deeply 
Christianity must once have beer seated 
in the hearts of the people of that eoun. 
iry, appears from a great variety of 
proofs ; ; but now, nominally a Christiag 
{.mpire, It is distracted by the feuds oj 
various Chietiaius, who aspire to supreme 
power, without even a hopetul prospec: 
of peace being settled by the success/ul 
superiority of ove. ‘Thus situated,com. 
posed of various Christian, Mahomedan 
and Heathen ‘Tribes, all independent, 
fierce and warlike, and exposed to incur- 
sions from similar tribes on every side, 
Abyssinia may tear her existence as a 
Christian Nation. That Christianity 
would not soon disappear from the coun 
try, may be inferred from the great at- 
tachu:ent of the people to their religion— 
an attachment which has been tried by 
numereus opposing circumstances fer 
many centuries. But how much longer 
Christiahity may exist without a general 
knowledge of the Scriptures, would be a 
bitter experiment to make—an experi- 
ment happily not suited to the berevo- 
lent genius of this age. 

And if, from this brief view of Egypt 
and Abyssinia, we turn our eyes to thai 
vast Continent in which these couniries 
lie, with what feelings shall we rise from 
such contemplation! We are apt to sur- 
vey, with some pleasure, the little good 
which we have been enabled to do: we 
are, thank Gud, encouraged to proceed 
by - every opening prespect of hopeful 


fields of labour: but to us, in Matta, if 


we but open and enlarge cour hearts, 
here, full before our view, lies Africa— 
leit to these latter ages of the world, as 
a standing monument to remind the be- 
nevolent of something which they have 
not done: 
which they have not discovered—leit; 
perhaps, to humble and shame us; but 
certa:n!y not to discourage or dismay, 
To what extent have tlie sciences, the 
study of barbarous tongues, the experi- 
ence of iravellers, commercial enterprise, 
and actual converse with the Natives, 
assisted to make L.urope acquainted with 
Alrica rather, 1 should say, to make 





the learned of something. 


















1820.] A Protestan 
Africa known to the inhabitants of that 
pl anet in which Africa exists ? Even the 
eographer, whose task ligs merely with 
the surface of the land and sea, confess- 
s that ail he has to shew of Alrica is 
bu. as the hem of a garment. 

Every one, however, may in some de- 
gree infer the state of Africa , partly from 
ceneral moral principles, and partly from 
« knowledge acquired by means of a 
most demoralizing traffic. From these 
too slender premises, many are led to 
consider, as difficulties nearly insupera- 
ble, the hostile superstitions, the barbar- 
ous, inhuman customs and savaye hor- 
rors, Which reign there to an almost un- 
limited extent; while,at the same time, 
jost in inquiry concerning the best prac- 
tical pons the mind turns alternate- 
ly from one project to another, and trav- 
els hacen all the plans that can be de- 
vised, of Research, of Civilization, of 

Education ; ull weary, spivitless, and de- 
sponding, it is ready to shiink {from at- 
tempting any. 

By encouraging the translation of por- 
tions of the Scriptures into the spoken 
dialects of Africa, the Bible Society may, 
consistently with itssimp Je principle, ren- 
der most essential aid to the melioration 
ofthatContinent. For tilllanguage, the 
veliicle of thought, is ascertained, how is 
it possible to convey to a people any 
ideas that can serve to enlightea their 
minds, or lead them into a method of 
improving themselves? The B ible, from 
the variety of words, the simpzicity of 
the style, and the interest of its historical 
passages, a traditional knowledve of 
most of which prevails far and wide, 
seems entitled to have this honour put 
upon it. 

Nor is this a principle newly invented ; 
though, in later times, its importance 
seems to have acguired a new lorce and 
interest in the mind of many persons. 
To the East of Africa, when the Ethio- 
pic Language was vernacular, the entire 
Scriptures were rendered into that lan- 
suage: and they have subsequently, 
within a very few years, beea retransia- 
ted into the Amharic Dialect. In Arabic, 
there have bcen two Versions, which 
have proved accepta thle in the last and 
North cf Airica. For the Western 
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Coasts, portions of the Scriptures have, 
for the first time within the last twenty 
years, been translated into dialects, which 
were never before reduced to writing ; 
as will appear from the Specimen this 
day exhibited to the Committee. 

Of the real spiritual good to be ef- 
fected by our distribution of the Scrip- 
tures, no sincere believer in the Scrip- 
tures will, even in his most desponding 
moments, seriously doubt. Reflecting, 
sometimes, on the indiflerence of men to 
spiritual conceins, we may fear thar 
these Bibles are not all of them studied 
with due protit: and that, in many in- 
stances, the impression may be but as 
the print of the Pilgrim’s foot on the 
sand, speedily effaced by the first breath 
of the Desert. But these thoughts must 
give place to the promises of the Author 
of the Bible, even God himself. He 
has commanded us not to despise the day 
oi small things. He blesses aie erowth 
of the grain of mustard sced, tril at be- 
C meth £ reater than all herbs, and shoot- 
eth out ; great branches, so the at the fowls 
of the wir may lodge under the shadow 
of it. Ue declares, in reference ta the 
blessings that flow from the fountain of 
‘Jruth—a promise peculiarly suited to 
the state of Atrica—The wilderness and 
the svitary piace shall be glad for 
them; and the desert shall reqoice, and 
blassom as the rose: it shall blossom a- 
bundanily, and rejoice even with joy 
and singing: the glory of Lebanon 
shall be given unto it, the exceitency of 
Carmel and Sharon: the y shall see the 
glory of the Lord, and the excelicney 
of our God.—Isaiah xxxv. 1,2. 

Witiram Jowerr. 
A PROTESTANT CHURCH IN. ROME, 

Paris, April 26.—Letters from Rome 
announce * That Religious Toleration 
has achieved a victory in the chief city 
of Catholicism, fis holiness has per- 
mitted the Calvinists at presentin Rome, 
the public exercises of their worship, and 
iv cousequence they have administered 
the Sacrament in a Church open to the 
public. M. Necker, an ancient Cyndie, 
of the Rep ublic of Gene va, being at pres- 
ent in Rome, the Prot stants hay: > re~ 
quested him to walk at their head iu go- 
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ing to the communion. This has been 
done, and gave general satisfaction. “J 
attribute this determination of the Court 
of Rome, to the progress of knowledge, 
as well as to the well-known character 
of the Sovereign Pontiff for toleration. 
I do not agree inopinion with those who 
see in this act a motive of temporal in- 
terest, which will be pleasing to the cab- 
‘inet of St. James. Whatever it may be, 
the friends of morality cannot but felici- 
tate themselves in secing the Pope render 
such a solemn homage to the Liberty of 
Conscience. ‘ 


From the Auburn Republican of July 17th, 
1820, 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


On Wednesday the 12th inst. the Board of 
Commissioners and Trustees of the Theologic- 
al Seminary met in this viliage pursuant to a 
provision in the Act of Incorporation,and af- 
ter having organized, proceeded to business 
From an inquiry into the state of the funds and 
the prospects of the Institution, the Commis- 
sioners deemed it both expedient and impor- 
tant. to adopt such measures as should put the 
Seminary into operation as soon as possible. 
With this view it was determined at their pres- 
ent meeting, to make choice o! a Professor of 
Theology After mature deliberation on the 
subject, the members were called on to vote 
tor a Protessor, by ballot ; when it appeared 
thatthe Rev James Richards, D. D. of Newark, 
{N. J) was unanimously elected 

A resvlation was then sent down fo the 
Board of Trustees, inviting them to unite with 
the Board of Commissioners, in returning 
thanks to Almighty God for the unanimity and 
harmony which characterized their proceed- 
ings in the chcice of a Professor: to which 
the Trustees replied in the following resolu- 
lion: 

“ Resolved unanimously, That the Beard of 
‘Trustees of the Theological Seminary, dohigh- 
by approve of the resolution of the Board of 
Commissioners, appointing the Rev. Dr. Rich- 
ards a Professor oi | heology in this Institution, 
and tiat they cheerfully comply with their re- 
quest, and will forthwith unite with them in 
returning thanks to Almighty God tor tie una- 
nimity of their proceedings, aad imploring the 
divine blessing upon the tuture operations of 
ihe Institution ” 

A joint meeting of the two Boards was then 
held, and a solemn aud appropriae “any fe 
was addressed to the Throne of Grace by the 
tev Evan Johns of Canandaigua 

Much important busiuess was transacted by 
eacl Board. The spirit of harmony, tender: 
nesses and geal, that marked thoir deliberations, 
furnishes stron: ground to believe, that this 
in portant tustitutioa of curistian bepeveience, 


Ss 


will gointo speedy and suecesiful operstion. 
And itis With nosmall degree of confidence that 
an appeal is made to the charity o. the Chris- 
tian Public. Wi is firmly believed. that those 
whose hearts are moved with the cry of the 
destitute, “* Give us the bread of life,” will tite 
erally patromze an Institution, whose soie ob. 
Jeet it is, to raise up an intelligent and taituiul 
Ministry, to bear the offer of mercy, through 
the crucified Son of God,to the perishing miti- 
ions of the family of man. When they re- 
member that this offer is the purchase 0. a Sa- 
viour’s blood, and that His glory stends con- 
nected with the salvation of men, they will 
not only answer this call, but pour their free- 
will offerings also unsolicited by persoual ap- 
plication into this treasury of the Lord. 

The embarrassing cireutnstances of the times 
have not escaped notice; but whilst it is re- 
collected that there is a considerable degree of 
public and private pressure, by reason of tie 
stagnation of business, it is at the same time 
remembered, and thefeeling, benevolent heat 
will remember it with the deepest emotion, 
that the souls of men ere famishing tor the 
bread of beaven, that the course of time is mov- 
ing on, and like a mighty flood, is beating up- 
on its bosom, to the ocean of eternity, un- 
numbered millions of our fellow-beings, whom 
no Bible has tauglit that Jesus has died, and te 
whem no messenger of salvation has made the 
overtures of life Is not here an object of im- 
mense moment to command the besi feelings 
of ournature ?) And who that delights in the 
improvement of civil society, in the advaice- 
ment of intellect, aud the refinement of moral 
feeling ? Who that contemplates man as a 
moral, accountable being, and teets benevo- 
lently concerned for bis immortal destination, 
can sit stilland look on with cold hearted ia- 
difference whilst such multitudes of benighted 
beings are crowding the road to death, and 
rushing onveard to the judgment ? The Lusom 
of charity swells with emotion—she raises her 
haud to extend relief, and her voice bursts 
forth in prayer, “ Lord save the souls that are 
readyto perish.” 

by order of the Prudential Committee. 
DIRCK C. LANSING, Chairman. 


Officers of the Board of Trustees. 


Rev. Henry Davis, D. D. President of Dam- 
ilton Cotlege, President 
Direk C. Lansing, Vice-President. 
Wa. Brown, Esq. Secretary. 
David Hyde, Esq. Treasurer. 
Rev. Birck C. Lansing, 


! 
Benj B. Stockton, P a 
David tiyde, Eq, | irudenli 
Wm Brown, Esq, { ; 
Mr. Thads. Edwards, J 


N. B. ‘Those who may feel disposed te 
contrivute to the funds ot this Institution, may 
address their communications to David kiyde, 
Esq. the ‘Treasurer of the Board, 
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OCIETY. 


The followi etier and Journal are from 
Danie! Cock native African, who went out 
inthe Elibabeth from N. York —They breathe 
a spuit of piety, and hold out encouraging 
prospe ectsto b's unfortunate countrymen w ho 
wish to get away from this land of Slavery aud 
Bivod 


Africa, Shebro Island, 29ih Ma rch 


COLONIZATION S$ 


To all my African brethren in America, 
I send these few lines, greeting : 


Dear Brethren—To all you who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ and his kingdom, 
L would with pleasure, inform you, that 
1, and about ninety of our American col- 
oured brethren, have arrived safe in Af- 
rica. We find the land to be good, and 
the natives kind, only those that the 
slave trade has made otherwise. ‘There 
is a great work here to do. ‘Thousands 
aud theusands of souls here to be con- 
verted from paganism and mahometan- 
ism, to the religion of Jesus. Oh, breth- 


ren! who will come over to the help of 


the Lord ? Lf you come as Baptists, 

come to establish an African Baptist 
Church, and not to encourage division. 
fi you come as Presbyterians, come to 
Support an African Presbyterian church, 
and not make divisions. If you come 
as Protestants, come to support an Atri- 
can Protestant church, and not to make 
divisions. Ii you come as Methodists, 
come to support an African Methodist 
church. We wish to know nothing of 
Bethel and of Sharp-street, in Africa : 
before eas heathens all around should 
be sweetly united; and if darkness is 
driven from this land, it must be by a 
united effort in Christians. The Sharp 
Sireet brethren will be to meas the Beth- 
el brethren—all will be alike; I wish 
to forget all such names and distinctions. 
Those who will come in love, to do good 
aid to spread the gospel, come—in the 
name of God, come ; otherwise they had 
better stay away, for nothing but love 
and union will do among these heathens. 
God grant that many may come over, to 
help with this great ‘work. 

i am yours in the bond of a pure gos- 

pel. 
(Signed) Danici Cocker. 


wounsel. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF DAN- 
IEL COCKER. 


“ March 20, Monday.—Last night 
our schooner rot aground and prevented 
our getting to Mr. Kezzel’s, as we ex- 
pected; 1 staid on deck all night in the 
dew, leaving my birth in the cabbin for 
the little children: I don’t feel so well 
this morning. We got under sail this 
morning at daylight ; at 9 o’clock we 
are sailing in four “fathe ms of water, op- 
posite the Bagroo ; it has a beautiful ap- 


pearance 3 as we sail near the shore of 


Sherbro Island, we can see the litile 
towns on the shore, eight or ten houses 
together, built round and thatched with 
grass. ‘The natives sit naked on the 
shore, looking on us with surprize as we 
sail. The trees around the houses look 
beautiful indeed. We have just got in 
sight of Mr. Kezzel’s, where we ex- 
pect to stay during the rainy season. 
We can see Mr. Kezzel walking on 
the beach waiting to receive us. O, 
God! thy name be praised, that it 1s 
not a lion, a tiger, or a company of slave 


traders, which we first see, which might > 


have been the case. When we came te 
the shore, we were gladly received. Mr. 
Kezzel had errected some small houses, 
or huts, in case we should come from 
America, and perhaps arrive in the rainy 
wines) that we could stay in these tlt 
we could get land and build houses. It 
is very surprising that all this Mr. K. 
had done notwithstanding he had not 
heard from America since the return of 
Messrs. Mills and burgess. But God is 
in the work. 

“© March 22, Tuesday.—l1 find John 
Kezzel to be a short, dark man ; African 
born ; reads and sp eaks k:nglish well ; 
a man ol information: I belic ‘ve that he 
has more than any that we have brought 
with us. J think he is able to give us all 
1 conversed with him to-day 
ou Christian experience, and found that 
he professed that he had been converted. 
i was much edified by his conversation. 
Few coloured men that | have met with 
cau excel him in quoting scripture. He 
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Ys considered by the natives ahead man, 
and his influence is great. He has built 
a small meeting house in his town, and 
‘preaches in it himself to his little socie- 
ty. He is no friend to division among 
us. He wishes Mr. Bacon, himself and 
me, to be closely united, and keep their 
-gespective societies as much like one as 
possible. Weare making arrangements 
tothat amount. We have not or should 
not come here to establish sects and par- 
ties: but bujld up Christ’s kingdom. 
Darkness has covered the land, and 
gross darkness the minds of the people. 
The water at this place is not good or 
plenty, and is too near the river, which 
is salt, toadmit ofa well. Dut we shall 
look out for new springs. Mr. Kezzel’s 
‘land, where we stay, is good ; but it is 
iow. The land we hope to get on the 
main is much higher. We can see from 
here high ridges and mountains, covered 
with tall trees ; it is said that the water 
ihere is very good and plenty. As to the 
aavigation, I can say butlittle ; I believe 
it is little known, for the natives all use 
canoes, and have never sounded the wa- 
ter. This, however, we exnect to do, 
should our lives be spared. Our schoo- 
ner, of 100 tons, came up to Mr. Kez- 
zel’s, 

** March 22, We ednesday.—We see 
‘thousands of fish playing in the water of 
this river. to-day. We laid our seine 
and made a fine haul. We learn that 
‘there is a plenty of oysters ; we see 
plenty of the shells. We hada tornado 
Jast night, and a little rain 3 to-day it is 
eool and pleasent. 

“ March 25, Sunday.—We had our 
Sunday school begun this morning. A- 
bout twenty of the native children enter- 
ed. It was a pretty sight. We had 
preaching twice to-day. 

“ March 29, Wednesday.—-This 
‘morning, about thirty of our people, Mr. 
Kezzel, and myself, started in a canoe to 
king Sherbro. About 9 o’clock we arri- 
ved at the king’s town. On our arrival 
we found that the king’s poweris merely 
a nominal thing ; for he has no power. 
All the power is in the Prince Concuber. 
On our arriving at this town, all the peo- 
ple were introduced to him; after which, 
Sic. Kezzel took me by the arm and !ed 
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tn a Sabbath: School. LAug 
me to the old man. THe received me 
cordially, and said he was glad to sve 
me, &c. Had supper goWller all our 
people. After supper, I felt it my duty 
19 go to prayers in this house. So, after 
singing a hymn, we kneeled down and I 
offered up a prayer to God for the con. 
version of Africa, &c. He, and a nu.n. 
ber of his people were present, and at- 
tentive. I felt strange feelings in pray- 
er, Great God! what darkness reigns 
here. 

“ March 30, Thursday—This morn- 
ing I walked about two miles oat of 
town; was pleased with the view ofthe 
country. When I returned to the town, 
found the prince and people up. I con. 
vened our people in tue yard, and had 
prayers. ‘The prinee had a goat killed 
aad dressed for our breakfast. ‘The 
prince having asmall cannon ia his yard, 
we gave him two salutes with the same. 
Thad much conversation with the prince 
after breakfast; and he speaks the Bu- 
lum language. Mr. K. was my interpre- 
ter. ITendeavoured to learn his mind oa 
some points, but could not get a direct 
answer. He observed that he would 
answer me in a few days. 


REVIVAL IN A SABBATH SCHOOL. 


From the Guardian, 
Chillicothe, Ohio, June 10, 1820. 


On the last Sabbath in November, 
1819, a Sabbath School was established 
in the neighbourhood of Chillicothe. 
Two or three young persons of this town 
engaged in the solemn and important 
work of here instructing the rising gen- 
eration in the things that belong to their 
peace. In two or three Sabbaths after 
the institution of this school, the number 
of scholars was about 80, of different 
ages, from 6 to.26; most of whom, havy- 
ing ungodly parents, were entirely ignor- 
ant of the things of religion, and swift 
travellers in the broad road that leadeth 
to destruction. What sight more distres- 
sing than to behold 80 precious youths, 
giddy and vain, lying careless in their 
sins, and perhaps on the very verge of 
everlasting ruin. The Bible was put 
into their hands, and they require! te 








read it, and to commit portions of it to 
memory. ‘The Westminster Shorter 
ry chism, and the small one by Brown, 

f Haddington, were afterwards given 
the m 5 both of which they mtmorized in 
a short time. ‘The first thing attended 
to. was to make known to them their 


miserable condition by nature—that of 


being enemies to God by wicked works, 
children of the wicked one, and exposed 
tothe vengence of an offended God; af- 
ter which they were directed to Jesus, 
the Saviour of lost, ruined, and helpless 
sinners, who was “able to save to the 
utter most all that come unto God through 
him.’ For two or three weeks all ap- 
peared careless and unaffected under the 
instruction imparted to them. Earnest 
prayer was offered to the throne of grace 
that mercy might be extended to their 
Christless souls. The instructors well 
knew, that unless the blessing of God at- 
‘ended their exertions, all would be ina 
vain, and, therefore, their eyes were di- 
rected to Him from whom cometh salva- 
tion. But the time drew near when the 
Lord was to visit the school in mercy, 
It had been usual, for years before, on 
Christmas and Newyears- -day, to have 
a ball in the neighbourhood, at which 
numbers attended. At this time, every 
exertion was made by two or three of the 
most thoughtless young men to obtain 
subscribers toa ball paper, without suc- 
eess, although nothing had been previ- 
eusly said by the teachers on the subject. 
Soon after this, solemnity pervaded the 
whole school ; while here and there the 
penitential tear was seen trickling down 
the cheeks of the heretofore unconcern- 
ed sinner, and all trembled in view of a 
wdgment to come. ‘The Rev. John 
Andrews, Editor of the Weekly Recor- 
der, attended at 12 o’clock every Sab- 
bath, and preached to the children and 
their parents. Many were affected un- 
der the preaching of the word. The 
oth or 6th Sabbath after the scheol com- 
menced, was a most solemn day Ma- 
hy tears were shed during the time of ser- 
mon; and in the afierneon, during the 
hours of school, there was so much ten- 
derness, so much anxiet y for the salva- 
tion of the sou) manifested, that the 
‘¢achers thought it most expedient fo ap- 
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point a prayer meeting in the evening. 
This meeting was croweded. Suppli- 
cations were made to the prayer hearing 
God for his mercy and his grace ; which, 
we trust, were not made in vain. It 
verily appeared that God was there by 
His Spirit, working powerfully on the 
hearts of sinners. Many wept. Many 
hard hearts were melted. Many were 
brought to inquire * What shall I do to 
be saved?” Among otlier picces, the 
account of * Mary L >” found in 
the Gth No. of the ist Vol. of the Guar- 
inn, was read; when the youth were 
exhorted to follow her ex ample ; to sep- 
arate themselves from the wicked; and 
to join themselves to the Lurd in an ev- 
erlasting covenant, never to be forgotten. 
Nearly all were bathed in te: irs, while 
some sobbed aloud. ‘Those who were 
determined to forsake the ways of sin 
and folly, and to engage in the service 
of the- Lord, were requested to give in 
their names to the teachers. ‘To theas- 
tonishment of ‘all present, fourteen or 
fifteen young persons, of both sexes, one 
by one, with trembling hearts, hearts:fil- 
led with solem: lity and awe, and tyes 
streaming with tears, re quested, i in an 
audible voice, that their names might 
be set down! What a solemn time was 
this ! The friends of the Redeemer pres- 
ent, although few in number, wept for 
joy. Parents, with fear and trembling, 
rejoiced over their beloved children : 
and surely angels in heaven rejoiced 
over sinners repenting ! After this, all 
these precious youth, with their Chris- 
tian friends, bowed down before tha 
God who hears his children when they 
cry, and lends a listening ear to the earn- 
est -supplications of returning prodigals. 
‘Lhey prayed with ail the importunity of 
dying men. O, they saw, they felt they 
were sinners, and had souls to be sav- 
ed or lost ior ever! And O, did not their 
requests enter into the ears of their Lord ? 
When prayer was over, they were al! 
spoken to, individually, and aflectionate- 
ly exhorted to read their Bibles careful- 
ly and prayerfully, and to continue to 
pray most earnestly to the Lord for mer- 
cy, for pardon, and for peace, and to 
give him no rest, day nor night, until he 
had bestowed upon them these ric! 
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these inestimable blessings. The in- 
teresting exercises of this evening being 
closed, a prayer meeting was appointed 
on the Thursday evening following. 

On Thursday evening many attended. 
It was a time long to be remembered by 
those present. it was truly a solemn 
occasion. All appeared to be awake 
to their spiritual interests. The lan- 
guage of almost every heart appeared, 
from the countenance, to be, “ Lord, 
what will thou have me to do?” Five 
or six more desired their names to be 
set down with those who, the evening 
before, had declared themselves to be 
for God. One or two of these had 
grown old in the service of sin and Sa- 
tan. What an interesting sight was 
here! Parents and children, brothers 
and sisters, joining ig hand in hand, set- 
ting out for the Kiagdom of Heaven! 

On the Sabbath following, Vir. An- 
drews preached as usual. "When ser- 
mon was over, he requested all those 
who were under concern for the saliva- 
tion of their souls, to return into an ad- 
joining room, that he and the teachers 
might converse with them. Upwards 
of twenty complied with the request: 
and VU! interesting scene! All were 
in tears, anxious to know what ~— 
must do to obtain an interest in the Sav- 
jour. .They were conversed with, and 
such directions and exhortations given 
them as their several cases seemed to 
require. ‘They were all directed to the 
Loid Jesus, as the omy Saviour of per- 
ishing sinners—as the “only name giv- 
en among men whereby they must be 
saved’’—as the “only hope set before 
thein in the ow ae * 

On every Sabbath, the same method 
was pursued aficr sermon. When the 
situation of their souls was inquired in- 
to, the almost universal response of these 
youth to the questions asked them, for 

2,3 and 4 weeks, was, * O ney hard 
heart!” “ O, my wicked geart.” ‘They 
appeared sensible that twey deserved to 
be cast off forever—to be made forever 
miserable 3 but were determined if they 
nist perish, to perish cry ing for mercy. 
QO, happy resolution! ‘They prayed— 
they wrestled with God, resolving that 
they would not let him go until he had 


yet, 1 will still hope iy the Lord : 


[Aur 





blessed them. And the Lord was even 
now casting his compassionate eyes up. 
on them. He saw the penitential tears 
—he heard the anxious cries of those, 
who, in the greatest distress, and on the 
borders of despair, were seeking his sal. 
vation. And! he flew to their relics. 
He showed them that they could do 
nothing to recommend themsclves to his 
favour. tie gave them to see Jesus to 
bea glorious, and a suitable Savior, on 
whose merits «lone, they must rely for 
salvation. And now, he brought them 
to see hii to be the chiefest amone tey 
thousands—the one altogether lovely, 
He enabled them to embrace him as 
their Lord and their God, and to rejoice 
in him with a * joy unspeakable and full 


of glory.” 
But while some rejoiced, others 
mourned. One young lady in particu- 


lar, continued in the deepest distress ot 
soul for several weeks. On a Sabbath 
evening, at a prayer-meeting, when ask- 
ed, whether the Lord had given her the 
assurance that he had heard her prayers, 
she replied, “O no, not as yet, but I 
hope that before long he will answer 
them in mercy.” She said it was her de- 
termination, if she must continue praying 
to the day of her death, not to give up 
the hope that the Lord would be gra- 
cious to her. She considered it better 
to spend time in supplicating for mercy, 
when supplications are availing, than to 
spend a miserable eternity in lifting up 
bitter and fruitless prayers, when the 
‘Lord had forgotten to be gracious ;” 
when his “tender mercies were clean 
gone forever.” 
following, she had obtained no comfort. 
Her distress was great. Her sorrows 
rose high, almost to despair. With an 
aching heart, she said, to her teacher, 
“Q! 1 am such a sinner, I am so wick- 
ed, that the Lord will not hear,my 
prayers.” When asked if she was wil- 
ling to give up the hope that the Lord 
would yet have compassion upon her, 
and to turn back to the world, she re- 
plied, “Uno! 1 know I do not ‘deserve 
a cruinb of mercy—I do not deserve to 
have my prayers answered—I deserve 
nothing ‘but to be sent down to hell; 

he will 


On ‘Thursday evening 
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in his own time have mercy on my poor 
soul! Although he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him.’ She was exhorted to 
persevere in seeking earnestly the bles- 
sings that she needed. On the Sabbath 
following, she came to herteacher with 
a heart humbled within her, yet at the 
same time overflowing with liveliest erat- 
itude and love to her Saviour, to declare 
what he had done for her soul. He had 
revealed to her, as is humbly trusted, 
his pardoning love—lHe had eranted her 


tle assurance that she was now one of 


his dear children—Ue had caused joy 
and peace to flow into her soul; bies- 


siivs of which she considered herself 


utterly unworthy, and for which she 
rendered to the Lord all the praise and 
glory. Time would fail to state all the 
interesting cases and things that might 
be related. Suffice ittosay thata church 


has been established, cousisting now of 


28 members, 21 of whom were received 
enexamination. ‘Ten or eleven of these 
were baptized. ‘They appear to walk 
thus far correctly, and to adorn the doc- 
tine of God their Saviour. Besides 
these, several who were first impressed 
in the school, attached themselves to 
the Methodist Church, in which there 
has also been a considerable awakening. 
Several others, we trust, are anxiously in- 
quiring the way to Zion. ‘There has 
been no confusion, no outcrying, as is 
frequently the case on such occasions. 
Every thing has been attended to “de- 
cently and in order.” Truly the Lord 
has done great things for the souls of 
these young people whereof they are 
glad, and would render unto the Lord 
the glory due unto his name. 

How many of those who have professed 
the religion of Jesus, wiil finally arrive 
at the mansions of glory, is known only 
to God. If but one soul is rescued from 
everlasting death, what cause is there for 
joy and thanksgiving ! 





OBITUARY, 
NANCY PITCHFORD. 
From the Middlesex Gazetie. 


Departed this life at New-Hartford, Conn. 
on the 28th of May last, iu the 67th year of her 
age; Nancy Pircurorn, a. person ef colsar, 


Her mother was a native of Guinea; and, at 
the age of 12 years, while taking an evening 
walk in company with a neighbouring gir!, was 
torn from parents and home for ever. ‘dhe 
subject of this notice spent in servitude the first 
40 years of her life. tier master, Mr. Benja- 
min Penshaw, of Middletown, so far supplhed 
her with the means of intellectual and moral 
culture, that her society, ia the estimation of 
his own children, was not despicable. One 
of these, With whom she spent a few of the 
last years of her life, and at whose house she 
died, said, on the day of her funeral, froma 
heart bursting with grief; “ Al! sie was to 
me asister!” ‘ 

Previously to her possession of natural 1U- 
erty, Nancy,“ by the erace of God that bring- 
eth salvation,” equally to the bond and the 
free, was enabled © to enjoy the glorious lib- 
erty of the children of God” ‘To an unhappy 
violence of natural temper succeeded a tran- 
quility which nothing could easily rutile, and 
a sweetness which could better be perceived 
and aamired than described. Even the trol- 
iksome impertinence of children, who in noi- 
sy groups, not nnirequently called her patience 
into exercise, was never known, by a daily obs 
server, to disturb for a moment the serenily ot 
her countenance, Her industry was as con- 
Spicuous as her amiableness of disposition, 
And no less remarkable were ber predencs 
and econumy, but it was religion which gave 
the distinguishing trait in ber character.——For 
about twenty years she was a valuable membes 
of the Crurch of Christ. Early in her C hris- 
tian Course, as one who was then a member of 
her master’s family informs the writer of this 
article, it «as her custom to withdraw at sta- 
ted hours, twice a day, apparently for the en- 
Joyment of private devotion. To the adoptioa 
and continuance of this praciice, as an impor- 
tant means of grace, may probably be traced 
the correctness of her life and the ardour ot her 
piety) On the evening before ber death; she 
was observed to spend in retirement, a longer 
season than usval. Being in this time in ©: 
dinary heaith, the God whom she serve, 
seems to have led her, by a gracious influence, 
to prepare for her approaching exit. The geu- 
eral esieem, which she deserved and possess- 
ed, appears in the fact, that pious females of 
the first respectability, received her visits with- 
out a sense gf intrusion on her part, or of per- 
sonal sacrifice on their own. 

We come now to the article in the life of 
Nancy Pitchford which more particularly de- 
served to ‘* be told for a memorial of her.” 
She saved from the earnings of ber industry, 
more than 400 doHars :—and this, after having 
been 40 years in slavery ; and from the allow- 
ance of only four shillings a week ; avd be- 
sides her ordinary liberality, which was very 
considerable, to the needy ; and also the price 
of membership, in a number of charitable so- 
cieties, to which she belonged. This sum 
with the exception of the necessary charges of 
her last sickness and funeral, she bad left, by 
will, to be appropriated te the advancement. 
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of the cause of Christ in heathen lands, un- 
der the direction of the American Buard of 
Commissioners of Foreign Missions 

This subject of the grace of God expired af- 
ter the short but painful illness of six or eight 
hours —We will only direct the attention of 
our readers to the consideration of the ques- 
tion whether it is safe to tarnish slaves with 
moral and religious iustruction. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


The Treasurer of the A.B. S acknowledges 
the receipt of the following sums during the 
month of July. 1820. 


To constituie Minislers members for life. 


Rev. Ebenezer Philips, East Hamp- 
ton, Suffolk Co. N. ¥. by tie ladies of 
his congregation, $30 

Rev Nathaniel Dutton, Pastor of Ist 
CongregationalChurch.Champion,N.Y. 
from the Female Charitable Society of 
that place, by Mrs. Margaret Laibrop, 
Treasurer, 30 

Rev Eli Smith, of Flallis, N H. by 
the ladies of that Society, per Jno. Lap- 

n, Esq. 30 

Rev. Peter Holt, of Epping, N H by 
the ladies of his Society, per Jno, Tap- 
pan, Esq 30 

Mr Jno Adams, principal of Ando- 
ver Academy, by the members of the 
senior class, 30 


Donations from Chariiable Sociclies and 
individuals 
The ladies of East Hampton. L.Island, $2 50 
st 4 Friend lo ‘he Sociely,” by Jno. As- 
pinwall, Esq 1 
“ Anunknown Female” ia Newport, 
by the Rev Dr Dana. 5 
The Windham CountyCharitable So- 
ciety Con. by Mr Joo H. Payson, 
‘Treasurer, 3 
Col Perry Averille, Washington, Con. 5 


Donations from Auxiliary Bible Socielies. 


Kentacky Bible Socicfy, paid by or- 
der of Rev Dr Blythe, Secretary, $4 
Hampshire Bible Society, (Mass ) 
per Ebenezer iunt, jr. Esq Treasurer, 150 

Caledonia (‘\. Y ) Female Bigle So- 
ciety, per Mrs Sarai H StocktoN; See- 
retary, 

New Brunswick Auxiliary Bible So- 
eiety of young men, per D. W. Des- 
brough, Treasurer, 50 

Petersburgh (Va ) Bible Society, per 
B.H Rice, Secretary, 

Mesopotamian Bible Society, in the 
forks of Youghkioghany, Pa. per Rev. 
Robert Johaston, Secretary, through 
Robert Ralston, Esq. 75 


From Auxiliary Bible Societies, for Bibles and 
on account. 
Rockingham Auxiliary Bible Society, 
Virginia, by the Rev, Danie! Baker, 


21 20 


Secretary, per Wm. Weddesfield, of 
Philadelphia, 163 
Caledonia Bible Society, NY. per 

Dr. Benj B. Stockton, Secietary, 50 
Caledouia } emale Bible Society, by 

Mrs. Sarah H Stockton, deerctary, 45 
Fairfield Co (Corti) bible ~ociety, 

by Rev. Elijah Waterman. >ecretary, 17 3&8 
Otsego County Bible Society, N.Y 

by Geo, Pomeroy, Ecq. Treasurer, SO 
Cumberland County (N. J.) Bible So- 

ciety, per Kev. Jno. Freemen, Sec'ry, 25 
Fai: field Couaty Bible Society, Con 

per David Jud-on, Esq. Treasurer, 69 5 
Georgia Bible Society, per Benj. 

Burroughs, Esq Treasurer, 500 
Petersburzbh (Va ) Bible Society, per 

Rev. B. H. Rice, Secretary, 100 
Individual members for Bibles sold 

this mouth, 44 14 
Rhode islaed B. Soc not auxiliary, 254 $4 
Female Missionary Society, Betble- 

hem, for paper sold at cost. to print the 

Ha: movy of the Gospels, in the Dele- 

ware ladian language, 


S1929 71 
WM. W WOOLSEY, /reas’r. 
New-York, Aug 4, 1820. 
Issues from the Depository, during the 
month of July, 1820 — 
Bibles, 2274 —=«. 
Testaments, 1447 , 


Toial, 3721—Valne, $2622 96 
J. NITCHIRB, Agent of ihe 


American bible Society 


ORDINATIONS. 
CHARLTON, SARATOGA COUNTY, NY. 

July lith, 1820. Rev. Isaac Pratyr was 
ordained and installed by the Presbytery of 
Albany Pastor of the Presbyterian Crurch and 
Cougregation in Charlton 

GALWAY. 

Jaly 12th, 1820. Kev. Wm Cuestrer, iale 
of Wethersfield, Conn was ordained and in 
stalled by the same Presbytery over the Pres 


byterian Church and Congregation in Galway, 


Saratoga Couuty,N Y. 


MAXIMS. 

Religion is best understood when most prac: 
ticed 

If Religion is worth any thing, it is werth 
every thing. Og: 

Religion would have no enemies, were i! 
not an enemy to Vice. 

It signifies nothing to say, We will no! 
change our Religion, if our Religion do not 
chanze us. 
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